
 

 
 
June 26, 2014 

 
“Sing a new song to the Lord, for he has performed wonders” Psalm 98:1 

 
To friends scattered across the world, 
 
This is my final message as Director of the Duke Divinity School Center for Reconciliation.  
Next week, on July 1, I take on a new title as Duke Divinity School (DDS) Senior Fellow for 
Northeast Asia, to focus on the emerging Northeast Asia Reconciliation Initiative I have 
helped spearhead at Duke.  Then, in early October, my wife Donna and I will depart the U.S. 
to serve a 5-year term with the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) as MCC Country 
Representatives for Northeast Asia (China, South Korea, and North Korea).  We will be 
based in South Korea, in Chuncheon, near Seoul.   
 
As many of you know, I grew up 12 years in South Korea where my parents served as 
Presbyterian missionaries.  After 17 years in Mississippi and 14 here at Duke, this is an 
unexpected turn full circle to a land that I love deeply, at a time of intensifying conflict in 
Northeast Asia.  Part of the sense of call grows out of the new relationships and vision 
birthed in the journey of the Northeast Asia Reconciliation Initiative.  The Initiative’s first 
5-day “Christian Forum for Reconciliation in Northeast Asia” was held in April in South 
Korea, with 45 Christian leaders participating from China, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, and 
U.S. (including some with MCC connections).  DDS and MCC have developed a vibrant and 
continuing 8-year partnership in the East African Great Lakes Initiative, and a similar 
collaboration is desired in the Northeast Asia initiative beginning after our October move to 
South Korea.  DDS will continue as a core catalyst in this work, and my role with MCC will 
include stewardship of the initiative.  I will continue an affiliation with Duke University as 
DDS Senior Fellow for Northeast Asia. 
 
Why Now? 
This call to Northeast Asia with MCC emerged as a surprising interruption for Donna and 
me.  For a couple years now, Donna has been restless for fresh growth.  With our three 
children out of the home, we were open to something new.  For me, the ministry of the 
Center for Reconciliation (CFR) has flourished to wonderful places of growth.  In year 10 of 
the CFR, I have embraced my call as more to begin things than to manage them.  Donna and 
I came to see MCC as a “new song” to sing together, serving side-by-side, closer to the 
ground, at a “kairos” time in the region.  MCC has a major focus on peace and reconciliation 
in Northeast Asia, and our responsibilities will take us into North Korea 3 to 4 times each 
year where MCC has some significant connections and projects related to agriculture and 
health.  For my part, I feel as if my entire life’s journey has uniquely prepared me for this 



call, and my heart aches for the continuing division of the Korean people between north 
and south. 
 
Why MCC? 
Donna and I have a long history with MCC people.  Many Mennonites worked with us at 
Voice of Calvary in Mississippi, and two good VOC friends served with MCC in Cambodia 
after the Pol Pot years.  In 2004 Donna and I were offered a position in Nigeria with MCC.  
Yet we came to believe that the invitation for me and Emmanuel Katongole to start the CFR 
at Duke was the call, and chose to raise our children here in Durham.  Still, the past 8 years I 
have gotten to know MCC well through our close collaboration in the East Africa Great 
Lakes Initiative.  We find strong compatibility with MCC’s centeredness in Christ and the 
gospel of peace; unusual hybrid of professional NGO and missionary “religious order”; 
personnel from diverse Christian traditions (indeed, we are not Mennonites ourselves); 
work across social and church divisions; priority of Christian discipleship and community; 
and proximity with local contexts of pain and hope and God’s presence there.  We will join 
1,000 MCC personnel serving 60 countries around this mission: 
 

“Mennonite Central Committee (MCC), a worldwide ministry of Anabaptist churches, 
shares God’s love and compassion for all in the name of Christ by responding to basic 
human needs and working for peace and justice. MCC envisions communities 
worldwide in right relationship with God, one another and creation.” 

 
Future of the Center for Reconciliation 
A new CFR Director will not be hired immediately.  Instead, DDS Dean Richard Hays has 
formed a task force to build on the work of the CFR through what is envisioned as a Center 
on World Christianity (see story here).  This is not the dying of the ministry but an 
expansion and renewal.  From DDS students, to the U.S., to East Africa and Northeast Asia, 
the CFR has been a catalyst for creating new wineskins to nourish the church in the 
ministry of reconciliation.  I am delighted that the following places of continuity are 
envisioned: 
 

 In 2015 the Duke Summer Institute for Reconciliation will continue its 7th year 
under the co-facilitation of my friends Edgardo Colon-Emeric and Curtiss DeYoung.  
The 2015 dates and faculty have already been announced.  Edgardo is a professor 
here at Duke and Curtiss is the new Executive Director of Community Renewal 
Society. 

 Last week I was in Burundi for the Great Lakes Initiative (GLI) partners meeting, 
with core colleagues from MCC, World Vision, ALARM, and other ministries in the 
region.  There is strong GLI momentum toward deeper regional resilience and 
rootedness, with DDS committed to a continuing critical role, and the 5th annual GLI 
Reconciliation Institute will be held January 2015 in Uganda. 

 My Duke colleagues Ellen Davis and Xi Lian are co-chairing the new task force.  Each 
has been deeply involved, respectively, in the GLI and Northeast Asia Reconciliation 
Initiative. 

 As mentioned above, my stewardship of this initiative will continue around 
collaboration between Duke, MCC, and other partners in Northeast Asia.  A second 

https://divinity.duke.edu/news-media/news/20140529taskforce
https://divinity.duke.edu/summer-institute
https://divinity.duke.edu/academics/faculty/edgardo-colon-emeric
http://www.communityrenewalsociety.org/newsroom/rev-curtiss-deyoung-named-executive-director-community-renewal-society#sthash.ONQPU5cX.dpuf
http://www.communityrenewalsociety.org/newsroom/rev-curtiss-deyoung-named-executive-director-community-renewal-society#sthash.ONQPU5cX.dpuf


Forum is being planned for 2015 in Nagasaki, Japan (the 70th anniversary of the U.S. 
atomic bomb, and the end of World War II and Japanese colonization of Korea).  
Dean Hays has confirmed that he will participate in the Forum.  The potential is 
great for future connections across participants in the “wineskins” of the Summer 
Institute, GLI, and Northeast Asia Initiative. 

 
Tears, Unknowns, Wonders, and Rejoicing 
This was hardly an easy decision, especially related to our children.  Benjamin, Talia, and 
Christopher are all in college and we have never lived apart from them internationally.  
Donna will leave a long and faithful vocation in nursing.  We have deep friendships in 
Durham.  And my service at DDS has been a place of great growth and learning.  In some 
ways I long for more space to write and teach. 
 
Yet God’s time is not our time.  This is a time, as with departing Mississippi 16 years ago, to 
“get up and go” with many tears and unknowns. Yet with the psalmist we testify, “God has 
performed wonders…”  I am grateful for the incredible gift of serving as a “beginner” of the 
Duke Center for Reconciliation, and full of wonder at the miracles which have multiplied 
and sustained its ministry.  Over 10 years, the fruits are far beyond what we asked or 
imagined.  For me 2014 has been a year of rejoicing, celebrating these years with keen 
awareness of the mystery of God’s movement of reconciliation in “new wine” all across the 
world.   
 
What a joy to taste that new wine, and now be sent, in October, to a new place of service 
with a sense of friends in Northeast Asia saying, “Come, be with us, you and Donna are 
needed at this time.”   

 
Dr. Chris Rice, M.Div, D.Min 
Director 
Duke Divinity School Center for Reconciliation  
 


